BERTHA McKEVER 
1893-1998 


SHE LIVED TO BE 105-THE OLDEST PERSON ON RECORD 


Her secret to longevity? McKever said the reason she lived so long is credited to the 
fact that she worried about other people and not herself. Bertha had the distinction 
of never appearing in public without make-up, and was also reported to always 
being “dressed to the hilt.” 


Bertha was born March 5th, 1893 in Laurel, Oregon. She met her future husband, 
Frank, in Portland. The couple married on June 8, 1927, when Bertha was just 16. 
When the Depression hit the area and the heating and plumbing company that 
Frank worked for closed, they moved to Camas so Frank could start his own shop. 
Bertha raised their two children and kept busy with family needs. 


Her daughter, Lonita “Lonnie” McCoy, stated in an article from the Camas- 
Washougal Post Record, “When my father passed away at age 53, Mother came to 
live with my family and helped out a great deal. My daughter Phyllis was 2 years 
old and both my husband and I worked outside of the home, so my mother 
practically raised her. My daughter was lucky to have a live-in grandma to watch 
her. Mother wasn’t out in the community very much, but what she contributed to 
her family is more than any community work could ever match up.” 


Lonnie was a secretary at the Crown Zellerback Mill for many years, and will 
always be remembered as a warm-hearted person who contributed to every charity 
that asked and always took care of her friends and family. 


Lonnie’s husband, Willard, “Mac” McCoy, a life long resident of Camas, joined the 
Camas Fire Department on January 9, 1942, and was selected as Chief of the 
Department on Jan. 1, 1961. He had previously served as President, Secretary- 
Treasurer, Lieutenant and Captain. He retired from the Fire Department on July 2, 
1972. 


Bertha’s granddaughter, Phyllis Herber, now lives in Salem with her husband Paul. 
They had lived in Camas for many years and raised their two sons, Jeff and Michael 
in Camas. 


Although Bertha’s grand children and great great grandchildren, Amber, Josh, and . Ms 
Conner carry on the family tradition of high achievement, taking care of friends and tQ ee 


